
We’re building relationships and creating pathways for doable policy 
that can draw bipartisan support for Florida children. Advocacy work is 
built on relationships and longevity: Our success as a movement will be 
determined by our ability to keep the momentum going.

RECENT WINS

Largest funding increases to Florida’s VPK and 
School Readiness programs in two decades

Launch of Florida’s Early Learning Roadmap, 
powered by more than a thousand Floridians

Expanded access to health insurance through 
Florida KidCare

Expansion of Florida’s 24-hour parent support 
line, Help Me Grow

Creation of the Guide to Family-Friendly 
Workplaces in Florida, illustrating how 
employers can better support children 
and families

“ T h e  M o v e m e n t  h a s 

b e e n  a  s e n s i b l e  v o i c e 

i n  t h e  e a r l y  e d u c a t i o n 

s p a c e  f o r  m a n y 

y e a r s ,  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t 

l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  f o c u s 

t o  g e t  b i g  t h i n g s  d o n e .” 

— J e b  B u s h ,  F o r m e r 

G o v e r n o r  o f  F l o r i d a

“ S o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l  i s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  T h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s 

M o v e m e n t  o f  F l o r i d a :  R e a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  f i e l d  a n d 

r e a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  c o m m u n i t y .”  — D r.  S h a r o n  M i l l e r , 

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  K i n g ’ s  C h r i s t i a n  A c a d e m y,  Ta m p a

THE MOVEMENT

40,000+ INDIVIDUALS ENGAGED

via social media and 
weekly newsletter

20+ COUNTIES EACH YEAR

Activities in

across all major Florida markets

80+ BOSSES FOR BABIES:

business champions for early 
childhood who together employ over 
100,000 Floridians 

1,000+ LIVE PARTICIPANTS 

In our virtual events, including 
our Built to Thrive summit

2,685 STUDENTS MATCHED

with a ReadingPals mentor 
in 2023-2024

We influence $1.7 billion in public investment in early learning.
Florida is becoming a leader in quality and access, and can be a 
role model for the rest of the country.

We advocate for the policies and investments 
that help each child in Florida thrive in their 
first five years: amplifying the voices of parents 
and educators; engaging elected officials; and 
highlighting the role of business leaders.

We elevate the importance of the early years and the adults who help 

shape children’s lives.

We create meaningful experiences for mentors to support young 

readers through third grade. 

We invite agencies, employers and allies to explore new approaches 

to supporting all kinds of families.

“ G e t t i n g  e a r l y  l e a r n i n g  r i g h t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  F l o r i d a ’ s  f u t u r e , 

w h i c h  i s  w h y  w e  a r e  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  T h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  M o v e m e n t 

a s  o u r  F l o r i d a  2 0 3 0  B l u e p r i n t  g o a l  l e a d e r  f o r  1 0 0 %  o f  F l o r i d a ’ s 

K i n d e r g a r t e n e r s  t o  b e  r e a d y  f o r  K i n d e r g a r t e n .  A s  I ’ v e  s a i d  m a n y 

t i m e s ,  i f  y o u  f i x  e a r l y  l e a r n i n g ,  y o u  f i x  1 , 0 0 0  o t h e r  t h i n g s .” 

— M a r k  W i l s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  F l o r i d a  C h a m b e r  F o u n d a t i o n

We are Florida’s 
leading voice on 
early childhood.
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7.5% of children uninsured

More than 200,000 children served in state-

funded early learning and VPK programs 

Only 51% of children entering kindergarten are 

deemed “ready”

69% of children under age 6 live in homes where 

all adults work outside the home

We embrace the challenge 
to make Florida the family-
friendliest state in the nation—
the best place for young children 
to live and to thrive. 

THE FLORIDA LANDSCAPE

“ F o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  q u a r t e r  c e n t u r y ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f 
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powered by more than a thousand Floridians

Expanded access to health insurance through 
Florida KidCare

Expansion of Florida’s 24-hour parent support 
line, Help Me Grow

Creation of the Guide to Family-Friendly 
Workplaces in Florida, illustrating how 
employers can better support children 
and families

“ T h e  M o v e m e n t  h a s 

b e e n  a  s e n s i b l e  v o i c e 

i n  t h e  e a r l y  e d u c a t i o n 

s p a c e  f o r  m a n y 

y e a r s ,  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t 

l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  f o c u s 

t o  g e t  b i g  t h i n g s  d o n e .” 

— J e b  B u s h ,  F o r m e r 

G o v e r n o r  o f  F l o r i d a

“ S o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l  i s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  T h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s 

M o v e m e n t  o f  F l o r i d a :  R e a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  f i e l d  a n d 

r e a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  c o m m u n i t y .”  — D r.  S h a r o n  M i l l e r , 

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  K i n g ’ s  C h r i s t i a n  A c a d e m y,  Ta m p a

THE MOVEMENT

40,000+ INDIVIDUALS ENGAGED

via social media and 
weekly newsletter

20+ COUNTIES EACH YEAR

Activities in

across all major Florida markets

80+ BOSSES FOR BABIES:

business champions for early 
childhood who together employ over 
100,000 Floridians 

1,000+ LIVE PARTICIPANTS 

In our virtual events, including 
our Built to Thrive summit

2,685 STUDENTS MATCHED

with a ReadingPals mentor 
in 2023-2024

We influence $1.7 billion in public investment in early learning.
Florida is becoming a leader in quality and access, and can be a 
role model for the rest of the country.

We advocate for the policies and investments 
that help each child in Florida thrive in their 
first five years: amplifying the voices of parents 
and educators; engaging elected officials; and 
highlighting the role of business leaders.

We elevate the importance of the early years and the adults who help 

shape children’s lives.

We create meaningful experiences for mentors to support young 

readers through third grade. 

We invite agencies, employers and allies to explore new approaches 

to supporting all kinds of families.

“ G e t t i n g  e a r l y  l e a r n i n g  r i g h t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  F l o r i d a ’ s  f u t u r e , 

w h i c h  i s  w h y  w e  a r e  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  T h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  M o v e m e n t 

a s  o u r  F l o r i d a  2 0 3 0  B l u e p r i n t  g o a l  l e a d e r  f o r  1 0 0 %  o f  F l o r i d a ’ s 

K i n d e r g a r t e n e r s  t o  b e  r e a d y  f o r  K i n d e r g a r t e n .  A s  I ’ v e  s a i d  m a n y 

t i m e s ,  i f  y o u  f i x  e a r l y  l e a r n i n g ,  y o u  f i x  1 , 0 0 0  o t h e r  t h i n g s .” 

— M a r k  W i l s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  F l o r i d a  C h a m b e r  F o u n d a t i o n

The Children’s Movement of Florida 

3250 SW Third Avenue | Miami, FL 33129

www.childrensmovementflorida.org

David Lawrence Jr. (Chair, Miami) | Wesley Barnett (Winter Haven) | Tony Carvajal (Tallahassee)  

George Fernandez (Miami) | Dianne Jacob (Tampa) | Toni Jennings (Orlando) | Gerald Katcher (Miami)  

Dr. Jane Katcher (Miami) | Darrick D. McGhee (Tallahassee) | Ron Sachs (Tallahassee) | Susan Towler (Jacksonville)

Thomas van Straaten (Miami)

BOARD MEMBERS

Helios Education Foundation | Dr. Jane & Gerald Katcher | Miguel B. Fernandez Family Foundation 

Eduardo Del Riego | Carol and Barney Barnett Family Foundation within the GiveWell Community Foundation 

Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation | Bainum Family Foundation | Bezos Family Foundation | Alliance for Early Success 

Frank & Lynn Scaduto | Florida Blue Foundation | Anonymous | Thomas van Straaten and Nadine Asin  

Joseph (Pepe) Badia | Aetna/CVS Health | Jerry Lindzon | John Martin | Felipe Medina | Medina Family Foundation, Inc.

Estefan Family Foundation | Lizbeth Arencibia | Miriam Dosal Stone | Neil Flanzraich | Andrea Guerreri | Sherrill Hudson 

Paul Tudor Jones | Ezra & Tati Katz | Dave and Roberta Lawrence | Mario Murgado  

Neil H. Shah and Juhi Saigal-Shah Family Fund | Stamps Family Charitable Foundation | Rosalyn Stuzin | Anonymous

THANK YOU TO OUR 2023–2024 DONORS!

And more than 1,000 others who made gifts this year to support our mission!


